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against the anti-pope. At the same time the emperor was drawn away 
from support of Felix V. and formally declared for Eugene IV. in 
February, 1446, a triumph due to the influence of Aeneas Sylvius Pic- 
colomini, who later received his reward by becoming Pius II. This 
secession was followed by that of Casimir of Poland. At this juncture 
Eugene IV. died just as the tide was turning strongly in his favor. 
His successor, Nicholas V., reaped the fruit of his policy. The council 
at Basel was scattered by Frederick III., and the abdication of Felix. 
V. followed on April 7, 1449. 

Thus, after years of storm and strife, of tortuous intrigue and. 
subtle diplomacy, the papacy came back to its moorings once more. 
The jubilee year of 1450, with its thousands of pilgrims on the road to 
Rome, attested the recovered prestige of the Vatican. And yet the 
papacy never wholly recovered from the wounds of the Great Schism 
and the conflict of the councils, for its adversaries were not completely 
vanquished. It weathered one crisis with torn sails, to enjoy a brief 
period of Renaissance splendor and then to sail into the thunderstorm 
of the Reformation. 

As one comes to the end of M. Valois's long and minute study, a 
comparison is inevitably drawn in the mind of the reader between his 
work and those of Creighton and Pastor. There is great difference 
between them. M. Valois has derived his information most largely 
from French sources; Creighton used German most fully and some 
Italian sources; Pastor based his work to the largest degree upon the 
Vatican archives, which were thrown open to him by Leo XIII. 

As the sources diiifer, so does the method in each case. Creighton's 
work abounds with intellectual and culture history, skilful portraiture, 
and great descriptive power. Pastor's work is an erudite and brilliant 
argument in support of the doctrine of papal authority. On the other 
hand, the volumes before us might be characterized as a diplomatic 
history of the Church in the first half of the fifteenth century. It is 
pre-eminently a political work, and is absorbed with the politics of the 
Church. The thesis of the author is to show the preponderance of 
France in this diplomacy and to establish its credit for the restoration 
of the papacy. 

James Westfall Thompson. 

Briefe an Desiderius Erasmus. Herausgegeben von J. Forste- 
mann und O. GuNTHER. [Beihefte zum Zentralblatt fur Biblio- 
thekszvesen XXVII.] (Leipzig: Harrassowitz. 1904. Pp. xx, 

460.) 

Opus Epistolarum Des. Erasmi Roterodami. Denuo recognitum 
et auctum per P. S. Allen, M.A., CoUegii Mertonensis Socium. 
Tomus I., 1484-1514; Tomus II., 1514-1517. (Oxonii: in 
T)rpographeo Clarendoniano. 1906, 1910. Pp. xxiv, 615 ; xx, 
603.) 
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The first decade of the twentieth century has witnessed an extra- 
ordinary interest in Erasmus's correspondence. Besides the scholarly 
translation of the earlier letters by Mr. F. M. Nichols, several hundred 
unpublished epistles have been printed and a new edition of the whole 
collection undertaken and begun in a masterly way. 

In 1901 Casimir von Miaskowski published forty-three recently 
discovered letters in the Jahrbuch fiir Philosophie (1901, pp. 195 ff. and 
307 ff.). These, together with some articles by the editor {op. cit., 1900, 
pp. 351 ff., and 1901, pp. 105 ff., and separately, Die Correspondenz des 
Erasmus mit Polen, Posen, 1901), throw a strong light on the rela- 
tions of the great humanist with Poles, and especially to the great 
family of Lasco, to one of which he sold his library. 

One of the blank-books in which Erasmus's secretaries copied the 
letters sent to their master came, about a hundred years ago, into the 
hands of Herr Burscher of Leipzig, and was partly published by him 
in the Festschriften of the university. As the work was both incom- 
plete and imperfect the late Herr Forstemann undertook a new edition 
of the whole which was finished after his death by his friend Herr 
Gtinther. The collection contains two hundred and thirty-two letters 
to Erasmus, and a careful register of their writers with bibliographical 
material and references. Though these notes show deep study, the 
work of the editors has been supplemented and corrected in many 
points by the subsequent book of Enthoven, and this in turn has been 
subjected to the same process in an article by Professor H. de Vocht 
in Englische Studien (Leipzig, 1909, vol XL., pt. iii., pp. 372 ff.). Per- 
haps the most interesting epistle is that of Francis Rabelais of No- 
vember 30, 1532 (no. 182), with the young enthusiast's acknowledg- 
ment of his debt " for my whole being and worth to thee alone " 
(quidquid sum et valeo, id tibi tmi). That in fact the Frenchman bor- 
rowed a great deal from the elder scholar has been demonstrated by a 
careful study by Professor Thuasne (£tudes sur Rabelais, Paris, 1904, 
no. 2). Among other new and important letters are some written by 
Capito, Mutian, Emser, Lupset, Sir Thomas More, Spalatin, and Peter 
Barbier. The variety of subjects covered is large, but it is rather 
noticeable that many of the communications are on money matters, es- 
pecially on the pension from the emperor which seems to have been 
very hard to collect. 

A new edition of the entire correspondence has been long desired 
and frequently planned. Mr. Allen undertook the work while Pro- 
fessor Froude was lecturing on Erasmus at Oxford, and, laboring with 
great thoroughness, has now, after seventeen years, brought out two 
volumes containing perhaps a quarter of the entire material. In these 
he publishes about six hundred epistles of which sixty-five are not 
found in the largest previous edition (that of Le Clerc) and of which 
eleven were unpublished. In the difficult task of restoring the chrono- 
logical order Mr. Allen has used the results of essays by Dr. Richter, 
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Dr. Reich, and Mr. Nichols, but has revised and tested them exhaus- 
tively, ransacking the libraries of Europe to explain a single allusion. 
The headings, notes, and appendixes supply invaluable biographical 
material. The text is treated in exemplary manner, the printing is 
almost faultless, and the whole is pervaded by the finest literary feel- 
ing as well as by the soundest scholarship. Several facsimiles of man- 
uscripts are given, and the second volume is embellished with repro- 
ductions of Quentin Matsys's portraits of Erasmus and Gillis. 

Brilliant as is the success of Mr. Allen, even he occasionally nods. 
The worst mistakes in the first volume are in notes (pp. 28, 32) to an 
introductory epistle, where the editor wrongly explains some allusions 
of Erasmus to Luther and even supposes that the writer is in error. 
This blunder would have been avoided had Mr. Allen used Ender's 
recent edition of Luther's letters instead of the old edition of De Wette, 
and it is easily corrected by referring to the modern work (Enders, 
in. 278, 375, and IV. 233, 319). 

The only indisputable mistake of importance which I have noted in 
the second volume is the conjectural dating of Duke George's letter 
(no. 514) from Weimar. As this town was not in his dominions, but 
in Ernestine Saxony, the heading is wrong and a more likely one would 
be Leipzig or Dresden. I am also convinced that Mr. Allen has wrongly 
placed epistle 527 in 1517. In this missive Pirckheimer encloses a note 
from Emser, of the Leipzig faculty, inquiring on what terms, if any, 
Erasmus will come to that university. Pirckheimer expresses the hope 
that Erasmus will accept the invitation, for then he will pass through 
Nuremberg on his way. This phrase distinctly implies that Erasmus 
was at that time Hving at Basel and not in the Netherlands ; I am there- 
fore inclined to place the letter (without date in the original) in 1 516. 
It is, however, worth noting in this connection that on May 31, 1520, 
Luther writes Spalatin : " Lipsenses jactant Erasmum ad sese ven- 
turum " (Enders, II. 406). 

In other points of relatively small importance other students will 
differ from some of Mr. Allen's conclusions but all must be grateful 
for his splendid work. 

Preserved Smith. 

Geschichte des Frdnkischen Kreises: Darstellung und Akten. Erster 
Band. Die Geschichte des Frdnkischen Kreises von 1521-1559. 
Bearbeitet von Fritz Hartung. [Veroffentlichungen der Gesell- 
schaft fiir Frankische Geschichte.] (Leipzig: Quelle und 
Meyer. 1910. Pp. xxxviii, 461.) 

The constitutional history of the old Holy Roman Empire received 
relatively little attention from historians of the nineteenth century until 
the recent studies of Karl Zeumer and his pupils. This is especially 
true of the history of the " circles ". Until the appearance of the vol- 
ume under review no study of great value had been made of any single 



